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FOREWORD 


This collection of documents constitutes only a small part of 
the numerous speeches, papers and special statements made available 
at the Bandung Conference, but it is hoped that it will be found use-~ 
ful by students of Asian affairs until the full proceedings of the 
Conference hare been published. The speeches have been selected from 
Iaterials available at present in New York ard are designed to reflect 
at least sonething of the different points of view expressed at the 
Conference. No claim is made that the selection represents all impor- 
tant attitudes or naticnal policies described at Bandung. The texts 
have been reproduced from those published in the New York Times or 
issued by the Indonesian Mission to the United Nations, New York. 
A considerable number of other Bandung Conference speeches have also 
been issued by the Indonesian Mission. These include speeches by 
representatives of Pakistan, India, Burma, Thailand, northern Vietnam 
and Japan, 


A factual and statistical handbook entitled Asia and Africa in 


SER + 2 ORIEL, SHED CREE SEs ORE mE CMTE Re eT 


tributed to members of the Bardung Conference. Arrangements have been 
made for this book, which contains brief descriptions of the countries 
invited to the Conference, to be distribute’ in the United States by 
the International Secretariat of the Institute of Pacific Relations. 


William L. Holland 
Secretary General 


New York 
May 26, 1955 


Text of the Speech by President Soekarno of the Republic of Indonesia 
at the Opening of the Asian-African Conference in Bandung, Indonesia, 
on April 18, 1955. 


It is my great honor and privilege on this historic day to bid you 
welcome to Indonesia, On behalf of the people and Government of Indo- 
nesia - your hosts - I beg your understanding end forbearance if some 
circumstances in our country do not meet your exvectations. We have 
done our best to make your stay amongst us a memorable one for both our 
guests and your hosts, We hope thet the warmth of our welcome will 
compensete for whatever material shortcomings there may be. 


As I survey this Hall and the distinguished guests gathered here, 
my heart is filled with emotion, This is the first intercontinental 
conference of colored peoples in the history of mankind, I am proud 
that my country is your host, and happy tht you were able to accept 
the invitation extended by the five sponsoring countries, But I also 
cannot restrein feelings of sadness when I reesll the tribulations through 
which many of our peoples so recently passed. Tribulations which exacted 
a heavy toll in life, in material things and in things of the spirit. I 
recognize thet we heve gathered here today as a result of sacrifices, 
Sacrifices mace »by our forefathers and by peoples of our orm and of younger 
generations, For me this Hall is filled with and contains the undying, 
indomitable and invincible spirit of those who went before us, Their 
struggle and their sacrifice paved the wey for this meeting, 


It is a net: departure in the history of the world that leaders of 
Asian and African peoples can meet together in their own countries to 
discuss and deliberate upon matters of common concern, I recall, in this 
connection, the conference of the "League Against Imperialism and Colon- 
jialism", which was held in Brussels slmost thirty years ago, At that 
conference, many distinguished delegates who are present here today met 
to discuss their fight for independence, But thet was a meeting place 
thousands of miles avay, amidst foreign people, in a foreign country and 
in a foreign continent, It wasn't assembled there by choice, but by 
necessity, The contrast today is great. Our nations and countries are 
no longer colonies, Now ve are free, sovereign and independent, We are 
ezain masters in our own house, We don't need to go to other continents 
to confer together, 


My thoughts are not, however, wholly on the honour which is Indonesia's 
today. iiy mind is in part darkened by other considerations. You have not 
gathered together in a world of peace and unity and cooperation, Great 
chasms yavm between nations and grouvs within nations, Our unhappy world 
is torn and tortured, an’ peoples of all countries welk in fear lest, 
through no fault of their own, dogs of wer are unchained once again. The 
burden resting upon the delegates is not a light one, for I know that 
questions of life or death of humanity itself must be on your minds, as 
they are on mine, And the notions of Asia and Africa cannot, even if they 
so wished, avoid doing their part in finding solutions to these problems, 


For many generations our peoples were the voiceless ones in the world, 
disresarded and living in poverty and humiliation. Then our nations de- 
manded = nay fought - for independence and achieved independence, and with 


that independence came responsiblity, But we do not regret that, In 
1945, the first year of our national revolution, we of Indonesia were 
confronted with the question of what we were going to do with our 
independence when it was finally attained and secured = we never 
questioned that it would be atteined end secured. We knew how to 
oppose and to destroy, But then we were suddenly confronted with the 
necessity of giving content and meaning to our indevendence, Not 
material content and meaning only, but clso ethical and moral content; 
for independence without ethics and without morality would be indeed 
a poor imitation of what we sought, 


How terrifically dynamic is our time! I recall that several years 
ago I made a public statement on imperialism, which I called the "Life-~ 
line of Imperialism", This line runs from the Streit of Gibraltar 
through the l'editerranean, Suez Canal, Red Sea, Indian Ocean, South 
China Sea and the Sea of Japan, For most of thet enormous distance, 
territories on both sides of this lifeline were colonies, the peoples 
were unfree and their futures were mortgeged to an alien system, Along 
that lifelihe was pumped the life blood of colonialism, 


Today, there are gathered together in this Hall the leaders of those 
same peoples, They are no longer victims of colonialism; no longer tools 
of others and playthings of forces which they cannot influence. Today 
you are the representatives of free peonles, Yes, there has indeed been 
a "storm over Asie" and over Africa too, 


In the last fifty yeers there have been more developments and more 
material progress than in the previous five hundred years. iian has 
learned to control many of the scourges which once threatened him. But 
has man's political skill marched hand-inehand with his technical and 
scientific skill? The anser is "no", The political skill of man has 
been far outstripped by his technical skill, and what he has made he 
cannot be sure of controlling, The result of this is fear and man 
gasps for safety and morality, Perhaps now in the history of vorld 
society, governments and statesmanship need to be based upon the highest 
code of morality and ethics, And in political terms, what is the highest 
code of morality? It is the subordination of everything to the velle 
being of mankind, ‘Ulany who ere in places of high power think, rather, 
of controlling the world, 


Man today is corroded and made bitter by fear, Fear of the future, 
fear of the hydrogen bomb, fear of idcologies. In vour deliberations, 
con't be guided by these fears, but be guided by hoves and determina- 
tion, be guided by ideals and, vos, be guided by dreams, We come from 
many different nations, different social backgrounds and cultural pate 
terns, etc. But what does that matter? “iankind is united or divided 
by considerations other than these. Conflict comes not from variety 
of skins nor from variety of religion, but from variety of desires. 

All of us are united by more importent things than those which super= 
ficially divide vs. ‘“e are united by e common detestation of colonial-~ 
ism in whatever form it appears, by a common detestation of racialism 
and a common determination to preserve and to stabilize peace in the 
world, I freely confess that as regards these aims, I am not disinter- 
ested or driven by purely impersonal motives, 


How is it possible to be disinterested about colonialism? For 
us, colonialism is not something far off and distant, We have know 
it in all its ruthlessness and we have seen the dmmense human wasteage 
it causes, the poverty it causes end the heritage it leaves behim 
when it is eventually anc reluctantly driven out by the inevitable 
march of history. We have experienced all this, ‘Ve cannot yet say 
that all parts of our countries are already free. No people can feel 
themselves free so long as a part of their motherland is unfree, 

There is no such thing as being helf free, as there is no such thing 
es being half clive, We are’ often told "colonialism is dead", How 
can we say it is dead so long as vast areas of Asia and Africa are 
unfree, Colonialism also has its modern dress in the form of economic 
control, intellectual control and actual physical control by a small 
but alien community within a nation, ‘/herever, whenever and however 
it appears, colonialism is an evil thing and one which must be eradi- 
cated from the earth! 


The battle against colonialism has been a long one, and do you 
know that today is a famous anniversay in that battle? On April 18th, 
1775, Paul Revere rode at midnight through the New England countryside 
warning of the avproach of the British troops and the opening of the 
American war of Independence, the first successful anti-colonial var 
in history, About this midnight ride, the poet Longfellow wrote: 

"A cry of defiance and note of fear, a voice in the darkness, a knock 

at the door, and a word that shall echo for evermore", Yes, it shall 

echo for evermore, But remember that the battle which began 180 yecrs 
ago is not yet completely won, Therefore, I am not disinterested when 
I speak of the fight against colonialisn, 


Nor am I disinterested when I speak of the battle for peace, 
Not so very lohg ago we ersued that peace wes necessary for us because 
an outbreak of fighting in our part of the world would imperil our 
orecious independence, so recently won at such a great cost. Today, 
the picture is more black, War would not anly mean a threat to our 
independence, it may mean the end of civilization and even of human 
life, Wo task is more urgent than thet of preserving peace, Other~ 
Wise, the rebuilding and upbuilding of our countries will have little 
meaning, Our revolutions will not be allowed to run their course, 
What can we do? The neonles of Asia and Africa wield little physical 
power, ven their economic strength is disperséd ard slight. We 
cannot indulge in power politics, Diplomacy for us is not a matter 
of the big stick. Our statesmen, by and large, are not backed up with 
serried ranks jet bombers, 


What can we do? “e can do much! We can inject the voice of 
reason into vorld affeirs and mobilize all the spiritual, all the 
moral, all the political strength of asia and Africa on the side of 
peace, Asia and Africa 1,400,000 strong ~ far more than helf of the 
human populetion - con mobilize what I have called the moral voice 
of nations in favour of peace, ‘Je can demonstrete to the minority of 
the trorla, which lives on other continents, that we, the majority, 
are for peace, not for var, In this struggle, some success has already 
been scored, I think it is generally recognized thet the activities 
of the five Premiers of the sponsoring countries head a not unimportant 
role to play in ending the fighting in IndoChina, The peonles of Asia 
raised their voices ond the world listened, It was no small victory 


ye 


and no negligible »recendent. Why were these five successful? “as it 
because they vere jAsions? “veybe that is part of the answer, for the 
conflagration was on their doorstep, Put I think that those five 
Premiers brovcht a fresh apvoroach to bear on the nroblem, They were 
not seeking advantage for their orm countries, 


The days are now long past when the future of ‘sia can be settled 
by other and distant peoples, Hovevor, splendid isolation may once have 
been possible; it is no longer. As I survey this Hall, my thoughts go 
back to another confer nee of ssian veoples, In the »seginning of 1949, 
my country was for a second time since ovr proclamation of independence 
engaged in a life and death struggle, Issues were being decided not in 
the conference chamber, but on the battlefield. Our envoys then were 
rifles and cannon and bombs and grenades and bamboo spears, We Were 
blockaded physically and intellectually, It was at that sad but glor- 
ious moment in our national history that ovr good neighbour India con= 
vened a conference of Asien and Arrican nations in New Delhi to protest 
against the injustice comnitted against Indonesia and to give support 
to our struggle. The intellectval blockade vas broken, Our delegates 
flew to Nevr Delhi and learned at first hand of the massive support which 
was being given to our struggle for national existence, ‘We were given 
fresh courage then to »ress our struggle ontards to its final successful 
conclusion, Perhaps in some ways the Conference which has assembled 
here today has some roots in that manifestation of AsianeAfrican solidar- 
ity six years ago, However that may be, the fact remains that everyone 
of you bears a heavy responsibility and I pray to God that that responsi- 
bility will be discharged with courage and wisdom, 


Let this Conference be e vreat success, In the spirit of diversity 
that exists among its narticivants - let this Conference be a great suc= 
cess, Yes, there is diversity among us, Small and great nations are 
revresented here, with people professing almost every religion under the 
sun - Buddhism, Islam, Christianity, Shintoism and others. We encounter 
here almost every political faith = democracy, monarchism, theocracy, 
with innumcorable variants, And practically every economic doctrine has 
its representative in this Hall + marhaenism, socialism, capitalism, 
communism « in all their manifold variations and combinations, But 
vhat harm is there in diversity, when there is unity in desire? It is 
a Brotherhood Conference, not an Islamic nor a Christian nor a Buddhist 
Conference, It is not a meeting of i‘alayans nor of Arabs nor one of 
Indo-Aryan stock, WNeither is it an exclusive clu» or a bloc which seeks 
to propose sny other bloc, Rather it is a body of enlightened, tolerant 
Opinion, which sees to impress on the world that all men and all coun 
tries have their plece under the sun = to impress on the world that it 
is possible to live together, mect together, speak to each other without 
losing one's indivicual identity; and yet to contribute to the general 
understéending of metters of common concern end to cevelop a true cone 
sciousness of the interdependence of men and nations for their well- 
being and survival on earth, 


Religion is of dominating importance, particularly in this part of 
the world, ‘There are nernaos more religions here than in other regions 
of the globe, But again, each of our countries is true to its relizion, 
has its om history, its own individuality, its own "raison d'etre", 
its special »ride in its own beliefs, its own mission and its special 


eat 


truths which it desires to vropagate. But unless we realize that all 
rreot religions are one in their message of tolerance. and intheir insise 
tence on the observance of the principle of "live and let live", unless 
the followers of cach religion are prepared to give the same considera- 
tion to the rights of others everywhere, unless every State does its 
duty to ensure that the same rights are given to the followers of all 
faiths - unless these thinrs ere one, religion is debased and its true 
yurpose perverted, 


Indonesia is Asia-Africa in small. It is e country with many 
religions and many faiths, Z3ut, thenk God , ve have our will to unity. 
We have ovr Pencha Sila, We practice the "live and let live" principle, 
We ere tolerant towards each other, ‘“Bhinnekar Tunggalike" is the motto 
of the Indonesian State. lie are one netion, liake the "live and let 
live" princinle and the "unity in diversity" motto the unifying force 
which brings us all tosether - to seek in friendly, uninhibited discussion 
the ways and means by which each of us can live his ovm life and let 
othe:s live their orm lives in their own vay, in harmony and in peace, 
If we succeed in doing so, the effect it will have for freedom, inde- 
vendence and the welfere of man will be greet for the world at large. 
Failure will mean thet the light of uncerstanding which seemed to have 
dawned in the East - the licht towards which looked all the great 
religions born here in the pest = has agein been obscured by unfriendly 
clouds before man has had the chance to benefit from its warm radiance, 


Relatively speaking, all of us gathored here today are neighbours. 
Almost all of us have ties of comnon experience - the experience or 
colonialism, iiany of us have a comnon religion, common cultural roots 
and the so-called "underdeveloned" nations have more or less similar 
economic problems, Therefore, each can profit from the other's exper~= 
ience and help, Yes, we have so much in common and yet, we know so 
little about each other, If this Conference succeeds in making the 
seoples of the Hast uncerstand each other a little more, appreciate 
each other a little more, sympathize with each other's problems a little 
more = if those things happen, then this Conference will, of course, 
nave been worthwhile, whatever else it may achieve, 


But I hope that this Conference will do more than reeching only 
understanding and goodwill, I hope thet it :rill falsify and give the 
lie to the saving of one diplomat from abroad: "Ve will turn this Asian- 
African Conference into an afternoon tea ywrty", Asia and Africa can 
prosper only when they are united, and even the safety of the world 
at large cannot be safeguarded without a united isiaaifrica, I hope 
that this Conference will give guidance to mankind, will point out to 
mankind the vay which it must take te attain safety and peace, I hope 
thet it will give evidence that “sie and Africa have been reborn; nay, 
that a new Asia and a new Africa have been born, 


Our tesk is first to seek understanding between each other, and out 
of that uncerstending ‘ill come a greater aopreciation of each other, 
and out of thet appreciation will come collective ection, Bear in mind 
the words of one of Asia's greatest sons: "To speak is easy. To act is 
hard, To understand is hardest. Once one understands, ection is easy," 


I have cane to the end of my remarks, Under God, may your delibera- 
tions be fruitful and may your wisdom strike sparks of light from the 
hard flints of today's circumstances. Let us remember that for the sake 
of all, we Asian and Africans must be united, 


saa cbse 


Opening Speech by Sir John Kotelawala, Prime Minister 
of Ceylon, on April 18, 1955 


We meet tcday on an historic occasion, A critical juncture has 
arrived not only in the history of “he 4fro-Asian region but the history 
of mankind, Not merely those nations now menaced by the immediete threat 
of -er, but with them, end because of them, the entire human race stands 
on the brink of chaos, ready at the least miscalculation or lapse of 
vigilance to plunge forever into abyss, The Great Povers who within 
recent generations heve guided the destinies of mankind have brought 
themselves and us to this calamity, The danger that confronts us now 
is one in comparison with which the fall of a dynasty or the disinte= 
gration of an =mpire is a thing of little moment. The danzer is in 
fact nothing less than the total destruction of that collective civi~ 
ligation «hich the nations of the world have laboured ovor the eentur- 
tes to produce; nothing less than te complete annihilation of mankind, - 


If this danger is to be averted, it is clear that what is vanted 
is a shift of emphasis, a change of heert, in the methods whereby the 
statesmen and leacers of tocde: are trying to »reserve what remains of 
world peace, The argument of physical force must yield to the argument 
of spiritual power, Hitherto the eooroach adooted to oroblems of inter- 
national peace has been one based on considsretions of relative military 
strength, The old heresy goes = thot if you vant peece you must prepare 
for ter, “s a result, nations nave arsed themselves to the teeth against 
neighbours and increased their armed might to a point here the least 
dispute can trigger a conflagration sufficient to involve the whole world. 
Teday, the nations are indeed prepared for var « and furtherever from the 
prosvect of peace, Their strength brings no security, their armanents 
no defence, 


The pass to which himenity has been brought oy thre domination and 
doctrine of force is the most vivid demonstretion of the bankruptcy of 
force. Of what advantage is it to hold svay over vast territories, to 
have at one's command inmmeranle armies, to be able at the touch of a 
»utton to unleash the deadliest weanons science can invent, if,all this, 
we are unable to rid ourselves of fear and hysteria and despair? 


No one delichts in this age of anxiety, All the world wants peace = 
the big nations no less than small ones, But the great povers have 
failed to achieve it, and have made it perilously difficult for others 
to naintain, because their negotiations have been teinted by mutual 
suspicion and mistrust and their policies governed and conditioned by 
2 panicestricken race for military superiority, This addiction to the 
philosophy of fear, this competition in the tecinology of terror, has 
led to the ineviteble breakdorm of every concrete svgrestion out for- 
verd in the West for the limitation of armaments or for the banning of 
nuclear weapons, The nations on whom the responsibility has hitherto 
devolved of preserving the world's oresent armed truce, or planning its 
future pecce, are at a loss, They are hageridden by the demon of pro-= 
gress, the monsters their selentists have created, Neither their 
science nor their statesmanship cen efford them any protection. Their 
diplomacy has failed in its efforts to devise machinery for the limita- 
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tions of armaments by mutual consent or to set up an acce ttable inter- 
national authority for the inspection and supervision of nuclear 
weapons. 


In these urgent and vitel tasks, where the wisdom of the est has 
failed, is it possible thet the nations of Asia and Africa can hove to 
succeed? I think it is, Have the nations of this region in fact any= 
thing to offer? I think they hove. Has the time come to offer it? I 
think it has. I say then, in all seriousness and in all humility that 
the peoples of this region have it in their power to apply to the probe 
lems of the present day world, and for the first time in history, that 
traditional respect for tie spiritual values of life and for the dignity 
of the human personality, which is the distinguishing feeture of all 
their creat religions, 


Since I speek as 2 Budchist I will venture to cuote from the 
Dhammapada, the greet repository of Buddhist devotion enc prectice, 
a verse in which we are vividly reminded of the nature of the spitirual 
values of which I spoke just now, It reads: 


If a man were to conquer in battle a thousand times a thousand men, 
and enother conquer one, himself, he inceed is the greatest of conquer 
ers. (Dhammapada, 103), 


A continent, or an ascenbly of nations from different continents, 
which accepts this philosovhy and attempts, however imperfectly and un- 
successfully, to practice it, can sveak with authority in the counsels 
of the world and has a right to be heard, nd this authority, this 
right to be heard, is not diminished or abated by the fact that some 
of the countries concerned, my ov among them, are smell, anc all are 
relatively weak, impoverished and underdeveloped, 


The countries of this region have a further claim upon te atten= 
tion of the mighty and upon the deliberations of the peacemakers, We 
of ssia and Africa heve a common interest in peace, and a comnon desire 
to achieve it, though some of us differ as tc how it should be done. 
Not one courtry in this whole region manufactures nuclear weapons; 
most of them are ill equipped even with the conventional implements of 
war that date from the pre-atomic age, When the great powers of the West 
talk pecce, their chances of agreement are weakened by the fact thet each 
suspects the others strength. We, by contrast, come to the Conference 
weak and relatively unarmed, We have no thermonucle r bombs in our 
poc'ets, no weapons of chemical or bacteriological warfare up our 
sleeves, no plens for armament factories or »lueprints for ever more 
deadly methods of genocide in ovr brief cases. 


We have, however, I venture to believe, something wiich the great 
and the mighty lack, Tht something is the strength of our weakness - 
the ability which our very defencelessmess confers to offer ourselves 
as mediators in the dispute between the giants of Communism and anti- 
Communism which, if fougnt out to an end, will deluge the world in 
blood and leave the earth infected with atomic radiation for genera- 
tions yet unborn or neverto be born. 


I urge then that on behelf of the nations renresented here, com- 
prising 2s they do some tvoethirds of the population. of the world, we 
here and now offer formally our services as mediators. I am confident 
that all of you assembled here will wish to make such an offer, and 
that it will carry to the outside orld the weight and cogency of our 
unanimity, In a vorld driven to the verge of madness by the omnipre- 
sent spectres of fear and violence and hatred, from which it is unable 
to escape, it is our historic privilege and our solemn duty to offer 
the hope, however belated and remote, of a way out. 


Moreover, I an confident thet among us in this region can be found 
a group acceptable to both parties in tie great world dispute, and 
capable as an imprrtial intermediary of working out a plan for pecce 
and creating suitsble machincry to implement it, I am confident too 
that to such a group we can delegate the authority to speak on behalf 
of Afro-Asia as a whole, anc that the authority so delegated will not 
lightly be disregarded abroad, 


A few months hence the Charter of the United Nations is due to 
come up for revision, The countries of Assia and 4frica till then have 
an historic opportunity to demand tict the U.N.O. be reconstructed so 
that it can be in fact -heat is vas intended to be in theory - an effec- 
tive instrument of peace, anc not merely a forum for the wrangling of 
opposed pover groups, ‘hen the United Nations Orgznization was origin- 
ally conceived at Yalte, the Big Three then looked forvard to a contin= 
uation after the war of te vartime alliance between their countries, 
This assumption underlay the whole structure of the United Nations, 
dominated as it was by the five permanent members of the Security 
Council, each armed with their big stick power of veto. It was hoped 
that these five countries, ‘ith their strength of arms, vould be ahle 
to intervene unitedly and effectively in any dispute anywhere and act 
as custodians of the peace, 


Now, ten years after the United Nations was founded, the wartime 
alliance hes broken up into two hostile camps, which themselves threaten 
the peece they were intended to safeguard, They are both armed with the 
most terrifying weapons of destruction that man has ever possessed and 
they seem more likely to use them to annihilate the vorld than to vree- 
serve ite peace, It is not the United Nations which has oreserved the 
uneasy pesce of the lest decade. In all the mejor issues of vtorld poli- 
tics, such as the Korean and Indo-Chinese disputes, negotiations for 
settlement have had to be carried on outside the fremevork of the United 
Netions, And the new «siz and Africa can justly take pride in the not 
unimportant role thet some of the nations of this region have played in 
helping to bring t°ese settlements about, But as the time approaches 
to revise the Charter, let us face the fact that the United Nations 
Orgenization no longer reflects the realities of world politics today. © 
What is needed, and what we of Asia and Africa can a@propriately demand, 
is that the United Nations Organization should »e so reconstituted as to 
become ea fully representative organ of the peoples of the world, in 
which all nations can meet on free and equal terms, 


The time has gone by when the function of small countries in vorld 
affairs could be summed up by the words used by one of the war leaders 
at Yalta: "The eagle shovld permit the small birds to sing and care 
not whereof they sing", 


Today, on the contrary, the salvation of the world depends not on 
the great vovers, but on the lesser countries of the world. And I am 
sure thet if Asia end Africa put forward an unambiguous arid united demand 
for the reconstitution of the United Natiors, by abolishing the veto and 
converting the Security Council into a fully elected body responsible to 
the Generel Assembly, it will meet with powerful response from all the 
smaller nations of the world, 


Such a reform will also throw open the United “etions to these coun= 
tries, whatever their political character, who are at present being kept 
out by the exercise of the veto by one great power or another, 


And for my part, I am strongly of the opinion that a place should he 
found within the United Nations, at least as associate menbers, for these 
peoples who are still subject to colonial rule, Thovgh they might have 
to be reoresented initally by nominees of the imperial powers let us hope 
it will not be long before colonialism is cast into the junkeheap of 
history, anc those peoples ere able to take their place in equality and 
vith pride beside the other independent nations of the world, 


The Asian anc African covntries, if they stand together, can une 
questionably make their voice heerd in world afffcirs and serve as the 
mediatory and tue guardians of world peace, But the rest of the world 
will not listen to us unless we are ovrselves united in goodwill and free 
from mutuel conflicts. ‘Je have to prove by exemple to other nations that 
our orm international disputes can be settled without resort to force, 

Thtis Conference twill be missing a great opportunity if, before we part, 

ve do not pledge ourselves, solemnly and wholeheartedly, to abjure war 

as a means of settling differences, to resolve 211 disputes by peaceful 
nevotiation and to abstein from amy form of interference in each other's 
internal affairs, What does this involve in practice? I think it requires, 
apart from the mutual pledges I hove indicatec, that we should set up some 
adequate orgéenization to which eny cispyutes arising between any of us can 
be referred for peaceful settlement. When we have removed whatever sources 
of mistrust, suspicion and fear that subsists between ourselves, then, end 
only then, can we stend before the rest of the world and sneak to them loud 
end bold the message of pesce, armed with the authority of moral force, 


We, the nations of the new Asia and Africa, whatever our language, 
whatever our faiths, whetever our form of government, whatever the colour 
of our skin — black, »rowm or yellow = have one thing in common: we are 
ell poor and underdeveloped. Centuries of servitude and stagnation have 
left their mark, a dire heritage of pverty and ignorance, upon the masses 
of ovr peoples, All our ideologies and religions urge us, in the name of 
social justice snd humen compassion, to ride ovr countries of this evil 
of poverty, the times demand of us that we should do it, and also in the 
neme of peece, Poverty is the sreatest of social evil from which all 
others spring, Poverty creates envy »betieen countries and covertousness 
of each other's possessions; it sets individual aseinst individual and 
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nation against nation, From economic plenty, on the other hand - not 
the plenty achieved by the exploitation of man or nation, but the pienty 
atteined by mutual coeoneration for the common good ~ from such plenty 
springs both national end international peace, It is my earnest hope, 
therefore, that this Conference will give rise to effective and concrete 
proposeos for economic co-overation within ovr region, so that we may 
ell march together towards the common goal of vrosperity, 


As I conclude, the subject of veace is very much in my thoughts and 
very near to my heart as a follower of one of the great religions to which 
Asia has given birth, The heritage of Buddhism is one of the most precious 
possessions of my country and it is a heritege which we share with several 
other countries represented at this Conference, Indeed, whetever religion 
we profess, we cannot but be at one on the question of peace, For the 
great teachers of all religions are agreed that it is through compassion, 
peace and goodwill that mankind can find salvation. -s a Buddhist, I 
should like to quote to you the vords in which the Enlightened one ex- 
pressed this fundamental truth, 


"Not at any time are enmities appecsed here through enmity but they 
are appeased through noneermity, This is the eternal law," 


In whatever terms we choose to formulate it, it is this message 
above all thet we can offer to a world which apynears to be bent on destroy= 
ing itself through mutual enmities, Here is a wisdom which draws its 
pover from the spiritual inheritance of our covntries but which has never 
been more significant or urgent than it is today for all mankind, If ve 
can conduct our discussions liere in its light and by its guidance, if we 
can maintain and consolidate the goodtrill that has brought us here toe 
getier today, if we can show it forth, in practice aa in precept, as an 
example to all nations and disseminate its spirit among them e then surely 
Bandung will be a name to reverberate in history and earn the gratitude 
and blessings of ages to come, 
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Opening Statement by the Honorable Carlos P, Romulo 


I am proud to bring to this Conference the greetings of the President 
and people ox tne Republic of the Philinnines, 


We of the Philipoines heve a crofound sense of the rreat historic 
events dremeatizec by this unique gatherings; ve were, may I remind you, 
the first of the nety nations to emerge in the greet reearrenzement of 
the world which began a*ter the end of the Second World War, Our Repv>dlic 
came to being, freely and veacefully, on July 4, 1946. Since that time 
ve have watched with proud solicarity and a feelins of oneness the estab- 
lishment of the other independent neétions of a free Asia, so old and yet 
so nev, We have in these nine years taken our stand firmly behind the 
struggle of evcory people to become master of its own fate, to enjoy its 
own identity, to be responsible for its own acts, to join in the immense 
task of building a new structure of human well-being end free institutions, 
the task, indeed, of changing the fece of the vorlid, To the peoples of 
Africa, already setting forth on this same path, we pledge our friendship 
and all the morel and prectical support within our power to give as they 
join us of Asia in the great univers:1 effort to better man's estate, 


“ie come as members of one crect family long seperated fran each 
other, In this family reunion we are here to talk of man's estate, But 
I do not think it will serve us well to have come here from our many 
corners of the earth to shroud the truth abovt man's estate in platitudes, 
propaganda, or casy self-decenition, The vorld is too harsh a place for 
this, our problems too great, too perilous, too complicated to allow us 
this luxury. 


This Conference will justify itself if we share our views frankly 
and realistically as »>rothers shovld. We will serve each other if we 
examine ovrselves, if we state the issues and problems plainly as we 
see them, if we clarify, es far as we can, our needs, our choices, our 
goals == and our obstacles, Iet us seek a true meeting of minds on those 
ve shere in common and where there are differences, let us try at least 
to understand them. 


All who are represented here sre certainly concerned with the issues 
of 1) colonialism and political freedom; 2) racial equality; and 3) peace- 
ful economic growth, The history of the world in our time turns on the 
vays in which these issues are met end resolved, or not met and not re= 
solved, ‘e are part, all of us, of a time of greet transformation, for 
each of us and for all the peovle on earch. It is a trying, difficult, 
dangerous tine -=- ut with it all a good time to be living in, Never 
before, surely, have so many people been consciously a part of the history 
through which they were living, 


We in this room are, for our brief moment, a part of this history, 
How do we see it? How do we understand it? 


aa Te Woe 


To begin with, the very fagt that we have geme togethes here in 
this manner illustrates the great nev fact that these issues of freedom, 
equelity, and growth are no longer merely national problems but vor ld 
nroblems, Indeed, the United Netions was created as an attemnt to 
greoole with this great nev fact, In one sense this Conference suggests 
thet for the veoples of Asia and Africa the United Nations has inadequately 
met the need for establishing common ground for peoples seeking peaceful 
change and development. But I think we must also say that if the United 
Nations has been weak and limited in its progress toverd these goals, it 
is because the United Nations is still much more a mirror of the world 
than an effective instrument for changing it, It has been in existence 
only nine years and through that time alvays subject to all the pressures 
and difficulties of national rivalries and power conflicts, large and 
small, It is a place where man, not quite yet a reasonable animal, is 
trying very hard to become one, 


We do not have to be satisfied with the rate of »rogress being made, 

But neither can we te blind to the great changes that have taken place 

in so short a time, The world is a very different place from what it 
vas a scant fifteen years ago and hence the United Nations is a very 
different body from the old League of Netions, A primary difference is 

the presence of the new spokesmen for Asian and African people who never 
allow the Western representatives to forget thot the United Nations 

harter pledged the freedom <nd selfcetermination of all peoples and 

that there are neoples in Asia and Africa who take that pledge with literal 
seriousness, and vho vill not rest until it is redeemed, 


The majority of indenendent nations represented here won their inde= 
pendence only within the last cecede, ‘who would have been bold enough, 
twenty years ago, to predict that this would be so? Who will be bold 
enough now to say hotr soon or how slowly those peoples in Africa strong 
enough to win it will acauire the right to face their owm problems in 
their ovmm way on their ovm responsibility? The handwriting of history is 
spread on the walls; but not everybody reads it the same way or interprets 
Sinilerly what he reeds there, We Imow the age of Evronvean empire is at 
an ends not all Buropecns know that yet, Not all Asians or Africans have 
been or are still avare thet they must make themselves the conscious 
instruments of historic decision, 


Political freedom has been won by many different means, The British 
surrendered power in Southern Asia because they knew they could no longer 
maintain it and were wise enough to base their action on reality. The 
French end Dutch had to be forced to the same conclusion, The United 
States has at times appeared to us lacking in consistency and vigor in 
upholding the risht of non-selfegoverning peovles to independence. It 
has on sone issues leaned heavily in favor of colonial vowers and has 
sometimes disheartened us because of its failure to meke its actions 
dovetail with its ideals of equelity and freedom, We think thet this 
ves more than rerretta™le; we think it has been unwise, Let it be 
stated in fairness however that uniquely among the colonial powers the 
United Stetes in ovr case made a formal pledge of independence, fixed a 
Cate for it ten years in advance, and fully and honorebsly redeemed that 
pledge. True, we fought ceaselessly for our freedom and never gave up 
our struggle and we earned it when it came, But we of the Philippines 
have cirectly experienced the besic good faith of the United States in 
our ovm relationship and we feel thet the principles upon which it was 
based will ultimately prevail, 
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It is to be hoped, however, thet this Conference will help remind 
all the Western powers thet the issue of political indenendence for 
subject peonles does not cdenerd on their goodwill or slov access of 
wisdom or virtve. The age of emoire is being helped into oblivion by 
the arousec will and action of peonle determined to be masters of their 
om fate, Those of us here who have already won ovr independence were 
only the initiators or this process, All the others, almost all now in 
Africa, stand at various points along their ovm roads to full self- 
cetermination, “here is much, of course, one cannot foresee, But evcry= 

hing we know and understand about history <ssures us that whatever new 
travails the future holds, the old structure of Vestern empire till and 
must vass from the scene, Will it expire quietly and in dignity? Will 
it go out creshing violently? That will depend on many things. But the 
end is not in doubt, 


There are at least three things more to be said here about this 
matter of national politicel freedom: 


ever aoe Le perilously easy in this vorld for netional independence 
+o be more fiction than fect, Becavse it exoresses the deepest desires 
of so many people in the world, it cn be unscrupulously used as a 
shibboleth, as a facede, as an instrument for a nev and different kind 
of subjection, I know thet on this score there ere violently cifferent 
opinions in the world. I can recall how new netions like India, Indo- 
nesia and Geylon were callec nunsets of imperialism when they vere newly 
born to freedom, And of course, the Philinrine R-om>lic has been described 
by these seme sources as @ mere tool of the United States, On the other 
hand, there is the vay sone of us view the position of certiin other 
covntries which from our own persvective we consider as subservient to 
other powers, I wonder if in such countries you covld read in the press 
or heer in the public speeches of their snokesmen any thing resembling 
the open criticisms and other attac’:s that were common fcre in places 
like Incia and the Philipvines even before Une Ser I wonder if 
any of the spokesmen of these countries would ever speek as freely in 
eriticiam of the bigger country to which shey feel friendly or allied as, 
say, we in the Philippines speak our minds abovt the United States? I am 
sure you will forgive my franimess, but in this lend of the ingeniovs and 
artistic wajang, of the wonderful Indonesian shadow play and puppet shows, 
I think we ought to say plainly to cach other when we think a puppet is a 


puppet. 


Secondly, is politicel freedom achieved when the national banner 
rises over the seat of government, the foreien ruler goes, and the power 
passes into the hends of ovr ovm leaders? Is the struggle for national 
incependence the struggle to substitute a local oligarchy for the foreign 
oligarchy? Or is it just the beginving of the conquest of real freedom 
by tre peonle of the land? Is there political freedom where only one 
political party mey rule? Is there political freedom where dissent from 

he policy of the sovernment means imprisonment or worse? It strikes me 
thet autocretic rule, control of the nress, and the police state are 
exactly the worst features of some colonialist systems against which we 
heve fought all ovr lives enc against which so meny of us are still 
fighting, Is this really te model of the freedom ve seek? Or is it 
the free interplay of contending perties, the oven competition of ideas 
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and political views in the market vlace, the freedom of a man to speek 
up as he chooses, be he right or wrong? I know there ere many possible 
ansvers to these questions. But for my part and for my people, may 

I sav plainly that ve reg vd the strugzle for freedom as an unending, 
constent, unremitting demand upon us, thet with all our acknowledged 
failings, feults, and vreaknesses, we are seeking to build in our lend 
a society in whieh the freedom of our Republic will truly become the 
freedom of everyore of its citizens. 


Finally, in this world of contending greet vovers, the independence 
of the small or ‘eak nation is at best 2 »orecarious end fragile thing. 
Obviously the ultimote greeter freedom wil? lie in a sreater coherence, 
a uniting of regional interests, in the creation of counter-balancing 
morel, economic and physical strength, in the greatest possible common 
acticn by all to avert the disaster of a new vorld wor, Let us face 
squerely up to the fact that within the nation ve can regain ovr self 
resnect and grapole with our locel problems but that for the primary 
goals of economic transformation and well-being and peace, the nation 
no longer suffices. Western Huropean man tocay is saying the terrible 
price for perserving too long the nerrow and inadeauete instrument of 
the nationestetes in an epochwhen nationalism, as such, can solve only 
the least of ovr problems and leaves us poverless to meet the more 
serious ones. “e heve to try to avoid repeating all of Enropds historic 
errors, ‘e have to have the inagination and courage to put ourselves 
in the forefront of the attemnt to create a 20th-century world based on 
the true interdependence of peonles, 


I have said that besides the issues of colonialism and political 
freedom, ell of us here aie concerned with the matter of racial 
equality, This is a touchstone, I think, for most of us assembled 
here and the peoples we represent, The systems and the manners of it 
have varied, but there has not been and there is not a Vestern colonial 
regime, Which has not imposed, to a greater or lesser derree, on tre 
neople it ruled the doctrine of their own recial inferiority. We have 
‘nown, and some of us still know, the searing exverience of being de~ 
meaned in our otm lands, of beings systematically relercated to subject 
status not only politically and economically, and militarily -— but 
recially as vell, Here wes a stigma that could he annlied to rich and 
poor alike, to vrince end slave, bosseman and vorkineman, landlord and 
peasant, Scholar and ignoramus, To bolster his rule, to justify his 
own pover to himself, Western white man assumec thet his superiority 
lay in his very bones, in the color of his skin, This made the lowliest 
drunk superior, in coloniel scciety, to te hichest »croduct of culture 
and scholarship and industry among the subject people, 


I do not think in this company I heave to labor the full import of 
this pernicious doctrine and practice, Ido not think I have to try to 
measure tue role played by this racism as a driving force in the devele 
opment of the nationalist movements in our many lands, For many it 
has mace the goal of regaining a status of simole manhood the be-all 
and end-all of a lifetime of devoted struggle and sacrifice. Today 
this type of .estern recism survives in virulent form only in certain 
parts of africa, notably in the Union of Sovth Africa, but certainly 
in many other olaces <s well on thet vast continent, Against this every 
decent man on earth has to set nis face. In the United Netions, the 
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Asian end African states have again and again forced this issue on the 
unwilling a'\tention of the other members, There we covld see palpably 
the extent to which ‘este:m men have had to become defensive about 
their past racist attitudes, Few of the \lestern countries were willing 
to go far enovegh in condemning the racial practices of the Government 
of the Union of South Africa, They have yet to learn, it seems, how 
deeply this issue cuts and how profovndly it unites non-Western people 
who may disagree on all sorts of questions, Again, we can only hope 
thet this Conference serves as 2 sober and yet jolting reminder to them 
thet the day of Jestern recism is vassing along with the day of ‘’estern 
pover over non-\lestern peoples, Its survival in any form can only hang 
like an albatross around the necks of those many peovle in the West who 
sincerely seek to build 2 freer and better world. 


No less than this can Se said, But there is something more too, 
It is one of our heaviest responsililities, we of Asia and Africa, not 
to fall ourselves into the racist trap. ‘e will do this if we let our- 
selves be drarm insensibly - or deliberately = into any kind of counter= 
racism, if we respond to the white man's prejudice against us as non- 
whites with prejudice against whites simply because they are white, .What 
a triumph this vould be for racism if it shovld come about, How com= 
pletely we would defeat ourselves and all who have ever struggled in our 
countries to be free? There is no more dangerous or immoral or absurd 
idea than the idea of any kind of policy or grouping based on color or 
race as such, This wovld, in the de@est sense, mean giving up all hope 
of human freedom in our time, I think that over the generations the 
deepest source of our om confidence in ourselves had to come from the 
deeply-rooted knowledge thet the ~hite man vas wrong, thet in proclaiming 
the superiority of his rece, qua race, he stamped himself with his own 
weakness and confirmed all the rest of us in our dogzed conviction that 
we could and would reassert ourselves as men, 


Our quarrel with racism is that it substitutes the accident of skin 
color for judgement of men as men. Counter=recism would have us do the 
same: to lump white men by their supposed racial grouping and govern 
ovr acts and reactions cecordingly, It is ovr task to rise above this 
noxiovws nonsense, ‘“e heve the responsibility to remain avere that this 
kind of racist attitude has been the practice not of all white men, but 
only of some, thet it flies in the face of their orm profourdest reli- 
gious beliéfs and political goals and asvirations, tat in almost all 
“estern lands, and esveciclly in the United States, the internal struggle 
against racism and all its manifestations has been going on steadily and 
victoriously, 


We hawe the responsibility to acknovlecze more then this; this busi- 

ness of racism, or otner things like it, is an outcropping of one of 
many human weaknesses thot ve all share, The racism of “estern white 
man has played an especially prominent role in history because the 
Western man has associated it with the esta>lishment of his creat pover 
over so many noneiJestern peoples, .As such, it deserves the special and 
orominent vliace it mvst have in the thinking and feeling of everyone, 
But we must also soberly ask ourselves: is there a single society or 
culture renresented in this Conference which does not in some degree 
have its counterpart of this kind of prejudice and ignorance? ‘Where is 
the society in which men have not in some manner divided themselves for 
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its conflicts, rivalries, and wers have derived in no small degree from 
the fact that the nation, as such, has outlived its usefulness as an 
instrument of prozress. Not even the great powers of today can stand 
alone, much less newly emergent states weak in everything but the will 
to prow. In this 20th century vorld the sober fact is that a purely 
netional economy is an illusion, ‘le cannot start where, say, England 
started two centuries ago. ‘e have to make our places in a world that 
has already made tremendous advances technologically and where economic 
inter-denendence has become the key to effective economic development 
and growth, 


Considering the present stete of the world, with its profound 
conflicts and insecurities, this may be vieved by some as a crippling 
disadventage, But in a very real sense, and a more honeful sense, it 
is rather an advantage if we can but grasp it, It means that we need 
not go through the equivalent of the decades and centuries of ugly, 
painful, and costly development which ocecurzed in most Yestern countries. 
It means that if circumstances favor it, we can make use of the most 
ultra-modern technologies to transform ourselves more rapidly, to make 
new and hitherto unforeseen use of our resources, Who knows yet what 
the new potentialities of nuclear power cre going to mean for Asia and 
Africa? It is obvious that the real world we live in does not at this 
mement offer much promise of any early ovportunity to find out, But 
here we have one of the real stakes we all share in preserving the 
peace, in creating international instruments which will put man to work 
for man's growth instead of his destruction, 


Qur fate is bound up with tre fate of the whole world, National 
isolation, in any real sense, is an impossibility in our time, whether 
we think of an ideal world uniting its human and natural resources for 
the wellebeing of all, or the real world, deeply divided and groping 
its way to decisions that will in one way or another affect every person 
on earth, The fact is thet we will need greater world coherence than we 
have nowy if we are to thrive. The fact is that tre effective mobiliza~ 
tion of world capital and resources will be absolutely vital to us in 
the process of mobilizing our own capital and our own resources, The 
fact is thet these things will deperd in sreat measure on the further 
course of the conflicts that now govern all world affeirs. It is pure 
illusion to think that we can be independent of these big facts, 


But. this by no means leaves us helpless to act in our own interest, 
It does not mean that we have no choice ut to leave the great decisions 
to others, Quite the contrary, because it is precisely in ovr lands, in 
our continents, thet the most important decisions are going to be made, 
&nd it is we who will make them, by what ve do or by what we do nét do 
in the coming years, 


It covld be thet Russia's bombs or “merica's bembs will determine 
the future shape of the world and the fate of humanity. If it comes to 
thet the tragedy will be total: it will make all we may say or do here 
or anywhere else quite irrelevant, Reason will die end the survivors 
will move as best they can into a new epoch of sevagery, But I do not 
think the great decisions will come thet vay, I think the shape of the 
world is going to be determined in large measure by the vay in which the 
peoples of Asie and Africa go avout the business of transforming their 
lives and their societies, 
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What do we want? How do we propose to seek it? These are the 
questions on which the fate of the world really turns, In not fully 
understanding this, many in the Vestern world commit their most tragic 
blunder, For our part, we of Asia end Africa have to fact up squerely 
to the big choicees thet lie before us, We have to try to understand 
as clearly as we can exactly what they mean, 


There are certain things in all our minds on this matter, We all 
vant to the best of our power and wisdom to sesk change in terms of the 
genius of our owm various cultures and histories. ‘/e all want no more 
foreign exploitation of ovr vealth for the benefit of foreign interests, 
Ve do not vant ovr futvre development to turn out to be another alien 
graft on our lives, We went this development to raise the physical and 
educational standards of our peoples, ‘‘hat roads lead to these ends? 
How do we begin to face up to these vast and formidable tasks? 


There is no magic wand or automatic formula to bring atout social 
and economic change, It means that we heve to assume our own heavy 
responsibilities, It means mobilizing neonple, mobilizing resources, 

It means grect toil, flexibility, adaptability, intelligence, But it 
elso means defining our goal, Is ovr goal just so many new industries 
or factories, ne’ dams or bridges or transoortetion systems? Or is our 
goal the betterment and the greeter freedom, through these and other 
things, of the lives of the people? 


This is no simple rhetorical question. Wranved up in it are all 
the trovbled issves of ovr time. nd because according to the joint 
communique of the Bogor Conference "the basic purnose of this Conference 
is that the countries concerned shovld become better acauainted with one 
another's point ofview", may I outline for you our views on the possible. 


choices open to us, 


There is one road to change which some countries have adonted and 
which offers itself to the rest of us as a possible choice, This is the 
road which proposes total change throvgh total power, through avowed 
dictatorship and the forcible manipulation of men and means to achieve 
certain ends, the rigid control of 211 thought and expression, the ruthe 
less suppression of all opposition, the pervasive control of human life 
in all spheres by a single, tightly-run self-selected orgenization of 
elite individuals, I know that an elaborate series of phrases and 
rationalization are often used to describe this system. But I am con= 
cerned not with propaganda myths, I am concerned with realities, I 
think we all have to be concerned with what this system offers and what 
it means, 


Does the road to greeter freedom really lie through an indefinite 
period of less freedom? Is it for this that we have in this generation 
raised our heads and teen up the struggle against foreign tyrannies? 


Has all the secrifice, struggle and devotion, all been, then, for 
the purpose of replecing foreign tyranny by domestic tyranny? 


Do we fight to regain ovr manhood from Western colonial rulers 
only to surrender it to rulers smong ourselves tho seize the power to 
keep us enslaved? 
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Is it true, can it be true, in this vastly developed 20th century, 
that national progress must be paid for with the individual wellebeing 
and freedom of millions of peonle? Can we really believe that his price 
will, on some dim and undefined future time, be redeemed by tne welle 
beingand freedom of the yet unborn? 


The philosophers of this system have arswered this question through 
their doetrine of the so-called withering away of the state, But the 
rulers who have established their power in real life and not in the realm 
of tookish dreams have abandoned this tenet of their faith. We have had 
ample opvorunity to witness over more then a generation nov thet this 
kind of power, once established, roots itself more anc more deeply, gets 
more and more committed to perpetuating itself, lioreover -= and the 
whole logic of human experience throws its weight into the scale -- this 
system of power becomes inherently expansionist. It cannot accept the 
premise of peace with opponents outside its borders anymore than it can 
matte peace with opponents inside its borders, It seeks and must seek 
to crush all opnosition, wherever it exists, 


This road is oven before many of us, The gatevay to it is strerm 
with sweet-smelling garlands of phreses and promises end high sentiment. 
Put once you march through it, the gate clangs behind you, The police- 
man becomes master and your duty thereafter is forever to say aye, Even 
those who enjoy the role of mastery must know that this system devours 
its own, 


No, my friends, I don't think we have come to where we are, only 
to surrender blindly to a new superebarberism, a new super-inperialisn, 
a nev! super-power. ‘e do not want leaderships in ovr countries subser= 
vient to foreign rulers, be they in London or Paris, the Hague or Wash- 
ington, or we must add, lioscow, I think our peoples vant to worship 
the Almighty and live in accordance with His laws, to better their lot, 
to educate themselves and their children, raise themselves from the 
degradation of vant and disease and misery, by holding up their own heads 
and acting freely to achieve these great and difficult aims by their own 
free means in partnership with similarly dedicated people everywhere in 
the world, 


That is the freedom of the democratic way of life, Thet is the 
freedom we want all the peoples of Asia and Africa to enjoy, That is 
the freedom that President Remon ‘iagsaysay of the Philippines has in 
mind when he authored the Pacific Charter which enshrines the dignity 
of man, his well-being, his security, his progress, his nation's right 
to self-determination, The Philipoine Delegetion is here not only to 
reiterate the ideals of that Charter but to underscore in this Confer- 
ence thet it is the sense of the Filipino people that such right of self 
determinetion includes the right of nations to decide exclusively by 
themselves their ability to assume the responsibilities inherent in an 
independent politicel status. This is the tine for Asia and Africa to 
reassert this principle and serve notice to the world thet only by its 
unqualified acceptance by everyone can there be peace and justice for 
all mankind, 
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Supplementary Sneech by Premier Chou En-lai, April 19, 1955 


After listening to the speeches delivered by the heeds of many 
delcogations, I wovld like to male some supnlementery remarks, 


The Chinese Delerction has cone here to seek unity and not to quarrel, 
“e Communists do not hide the fact thet we believe in communism and that 
ve consider the socialist system 2 good system, ‘There is no need at this 
Conference to publicize one's ideology and the political system of one's 
country, although differences do exist among us, 


The Chinese Delegation has come here to seek common ground, not to 
create divergence. Is there any basis for seeking com on ground among 
us? Yes, there is, The overwhelming majority of the Asian and African 
countries and peoples have svffered and are stidl suffering from the 
calamities of colonialism, This is acknowledged by all of us, If we 
seek comaon ground in doing avay with the sufferings and calamities 
under colonialism, it will be very easy for us to have mutual urder= 
standing and respect, mutual sympathy and supyort, instead of mutual 
suspicion anc fear, mutuel exclusion and antagonism, Thet is why we 
agree to the four purposes of the Asian-African Conference declared by 
the Prime i‘inisters of the five countries at the Bogor Conference and 
do not make any other proposal, 


As for the tension crented solely by the United States in the area 
of Taivan, we covld have submitted for deliberation by the Conference an 
item such es te proposal made by the Soviet Union for seeking a settlee 
ment through an international conference, The will of the Chinese people 
fo liberate their orm territory Taiwan and the coastal islands is a just 
one, It is entirely 2 matter of our internal affairs and the exercise 
of our sovereignty. 


This just demand of ovys has tion the support of many countries, 
Again, we could have submitted for deliberation by the Conference the 
avestion of recognizing and restorine the legitimate status of the 
People's Republic of Chine in the Urited Nations, The Bogor Conference 
held by the Prime Ministers of the five Colombo Powers last year sup- 
ported the restoration of the legitimate status of the People's Republic 
of China in the United Nations. And so did other covrtries of Asia and 
Africa, Besides, we could have also made criticisms here as regards the 
unfair treetment of China by the United Nations, But ve did not do all 
this because otherwise our Conference wold be dragged into disputes 
about all these problems without any solution, 


In our Conference we shovld seek common ground among us, while keep- 
ing our differences. As to our common ground, the Conference should 
affirm all our common desires and demands, This is ovr main task here, 
As to our differences, none of us is asked to give up his ovm vietis, 
hecause difference in vievpoints is an objective reality, But we should 
not let our differences hinder us from achieving agreement as far as 
our main task is concerned, On the basis of our common points, we should 
try to understand and anpreciate the different vievys that we hold, 


gos 


Now first of all I wovld like to talk about the question of dif- 
ferent ideologies and social systems. ‘Je have to admit that among our 
Asian and African courtries we do have different ideologies end differ- 
ent social systems. But this coes not prevent us from seeking common 
ground and being united, liany independent countries have appeared 
since the Second World ‘lar, One group of them are countries led by 
the Communist Parties; another group of them are countries led by 
nationalists, There are not many countries in the first group. But what 
sone people dislike is the fect that the 600 million Chinese people have 
chosen a political system which is socialist in nature and led by the 
Chinese Communist Party and that the Chinese people ere no longer under 
the rule of the imperialists. The countries in the second group are 
greater in number, such as India, Burma, Indonesia and many other couvn- 
tries in Asie and Africa, Voth of these groups of countries have become 
indevendent from the colonial rule and are still continuing their struggle 
for complete independence, Is there any reason why we cannot understand 
and respect each other and sive sup ort end sympathy to each other? There 
is every reason to make the five principvles the basis for establishing 
friendly cooperction and. good neigh>ourly relations among us, We Asian 
end African countries, China included, cre all backvard economically 
and culturally, Inasmuch as our Asia-African Conference does not exclude 
anybody, why couldn't we ovrselves understand each other and enter into 
friendly cooperation? 


Secondly, I would like to talk about the question as to whether 
there is freedom of religious belief, Freedom of religious belief is a 
principle recognized by all modern nations, “Je Communists are atheists, 
but we respect all those who have religious belief, ‘te hone that those 
with religious belief will also respect those witzout,, China is a 
country where there is freedom of religious belief, There are, in China, 
not only seven million Communists, but also tens of millions of Moslems 
and Buddhists and millions of Protestants and Catholics, Here in the 
Chinese Delegation, there is a piovs Eamam of the Islamic faith, Such 
a situation is no obstacde to the internal unity of China, Why should 
it be impossible in the community of Asian and African countries to 
wite those with religious belief and those without? The days of insti- 
gating religious strife should have vassed, because those who profit 
from instigating such strife are not those among us, 


Thirdly, I vorld like to talk about the question of the soecalled 
subversive activities, The struggle of the Chinese people against colon- 
jialism lastec for more than a hundred yeers, The national and democratic 
revolutionary strugcles led by the Chinese Communist Party finally 
achieved svecess only efter a strenuous and difficult covrse of thirty 
years. It is impossible to relete all the sufferings of the Chinese 
people under the rule of imperialism, feudalism and Chiang Kai-shek, 

At last, the Chinese people heve chosen their state sistem and the 
present government, It is by the efforts of the Chinese people thet 

the Chinese revolution hed won its victory, It is certainly not imported 
from without. This point cannot be denied even by those who do not like 
the victory of the Chinese revolution, As a Chinese proverb says: "Do 
not co unto others what you yourself do not desire," ‘le are against out- 
side interference; how covld we want to interfere in the internal affeirs 


rato ke gid 


of others? Some people say: There are more than ten million overseas 
Chinese whose dual nationality might be taken advantage of to carry 

out subversive ectivities, But the problem of dual nationality is 
something left behind by old China. Up to date, Chiang Kai-shek is 
still using some very few overseas Chinese to carry out subversive 
activities against the courtries where tiey are residing, The people's 
rovernment of nev China, however, is ready to solve the »roblem of dual 
nationality of overseas Chinese with the government of the countries 
concerned, Some other people say that the autonomous region of Thai 
people in China is a threat to others, There are in China more then 
forty million national minorities of scores of nationalities, The 

Thai people and tre Chuang neople, who are of the same stock as the 
Thai people, number almost ten million, Since they do exist we must 
grant them the right of autonemy, Just as trere is an autonomous state 
for Shan people in Burma, every national minority in China has its auto- 
nomous region, The nétional minorities in China exercise their right 
of autonomy within China, how could that he said as »eing a threat to 
our neighbours? 


On the basis of strict adherence to the five vrinciples, we are 
preperedc now to establish normal relations with all tie Asien and African 
countries; with all the countries in the world; and first of all, with 
our neighbouring countries, The porovlem at present is not thet we are 
carrying out subversive activities against the governnents of other 
countries, but that there cre people who are esteblishing bases around 
China in order to carry ovt subversive activities against the Chinese 
Government. For instance, on the border between Chine and Burma there 
are in fact remnant armed elements of the Chiang Kai-shek clique who 
are carrying out destructive activities against both China and Burma, 
Because of the friendly relations between China and Burma, and because 
ve have always resvected the sovereignty of Burma, we have confidence 
in tne Government of Burma for the solution of this problem, 


The Chinese people have chosen and supvort their om government. 
There is freedom of religious belief in China, China has no intention 
whatsoever to subvert the governments of its neighbouring countries, 

On the contrary, it is China that is suffering from the subversive acti- 
vities whichare openly carried ovt -ithout any disguise by the United 
States of America, Those who co not believe in this may come to China 
or scnd someone there to see for themselves, ‘fe take cognizance of the 
fact that there are doubts in the mind of those who do not yet know the 
truth, There is a saying in China: "Better seeing once shan hearing a 
hundred times," We welcome the celesates of e1l the participating 
countries in this Conference to visit China at any tine they like, Te 
have no bamboo curtain, but some people are sprecding a smoke~screen 
between us, 


The 1,600 million people of Asia and Africa wish bur Conference 
success, All the countries and peoples of the world who desire peace 
are looking forward to the contribution whieh the Sonference will make 
tovards the extension of the area of peace and the establishment of 
collective peace, 


Let us, the Asian and African countries, be united and do our 
utmost to meke the Asian African Conference a success, 
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Statement by Chou En-lai to the Political Committee of the Bandung 
Conference on April 23, 1955. 
The New York Times, April 25, 1955, p. 7. 


Yesterday and today I have heard the views of many delegations and 
I would like now to put forth proposals of the delegation of the People's 
Republic of China. 

The present vorld situation is indeed tense but we have not lost 
hope of peace. .is a matter of fact, there ere more and more people who 
stand for peace, 

Twenty-nine countries of Asia ard Africa came here to this confer~ 
ence and have called for peace. This proves that more than half the 
world's population which we represent here wants peace and unity. 

This manifestation proves our desire receives support from the 
majority of mtions and peoples of the world, It further proves that 
it is possible to stop the danger of war, 

Therefore, in this conference when we discuss the question of 
promotion of world peace and cooperation we should take the following 
stand: We should leave aside our different ideologies, different state 
systems and the international obligetions which we have assumed by 
joining this side or that side. ‘Ye should instead settle all questions 
which may arise against us on the basis of common peace and cooperation. 

Some of the delegates have exnressed the view; the term "peaceful 
coexistence" is a term used by the Communists. We can then clenge the 
term. ‘le should not let ovrselves nave any misunderstanding merely on 
this question, 

The delegete from Lebanon when he mentioned this question, went 
far into the question of ideology. If we follow that example, our dis- 
cussions will go on interminably and will prove fruitless ultimately, 


let us use the expression which was used in the vreamble of the 
United Nations Charter: "Live together in peace," We can seek peace 
and cooneration in accordance with the model of the United Nations 
Charter. 

Secondly, if we talk about cooveration then we, the twenty-nine 
countries assembled here, should be united in promoting international 
cooperation and in seeking collective peace. Such a collective veace 
is not for the purpose of opposing any countries outside Asia and 
Africa, ‘’e are merely starting with AsianeAfrican countries in promot- 
ing peace and opposing war, 

As far as China is concerned, “re are a country led by the Chinese 
Communist perty, ‘Ve are against formation of ever more antagonistic 
military alliances in the -orld because they heighten the crisis of war. 

For instance, we are against NATO, the lianila treaty and other 
Similer treaties. 

Hovever, if such antagonistic military treaties continue in the 
world, then ve wovld be forced to find some countries to enter into and 
sign a similar, antagonistic military alliance in order to safeguard 
end protect ourselves against aggression, 

It is for this reason, basically, thet we are against antagonistic 
military alliences, and nov thet we have assembled here to discuss prob= 
lems of common cause and concern and the question of peace we should 
abandon the idea of such alliences because they are to nobody's good 
and also it is to no one's good to nublicize these treaties, 

let us first of all have unity among us, 
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The day before yesterday after lunch I paid a visit to the Prime 
Minister of Pakistan, He told me that although Pakistan wes a party 
to a military treaty, Pakistan was not against China, Pakistan had no 
fear China would permit aggression against her. As a result of that, 
we achieved a mutual understending although we are still against mili- 
tary treaties, 

The Prime liinister of Pakistan further assured that if the United 
States should take aggressive action under the military treaty or if 
the United States launched global war, Pakistan would not be involved 
in it, He said Pakistan and India would not be involved in it just as 
they were not involved in the Korean war, 

I am grateful to him for this explanation because through these 
explanations we achieve a mutual understanding of each other on collece- 
tive peace and cooperation, 

I am sure the Prime llinister of Pakistan will heve no objections to 
these views of mine, Further, I would like to avoid any misunderstanding, 
I would like to give an explenation or qualification on behalf of the 
Prime ilinister of Pekistan, He believes the Manila treaty is defensive 
in character just as General Romulo said, though I do not believe in the 
explanation he gave, 

As for soecelled Communist expansion and Communist subversive acti- 
vities, the delegates here have been quite courteous, They have only 
mentioned the Soviet Union without referring to China, but China is also 
a country which owns a Communist party, So we feel also involved in it 
by implication, 


I would here submit that we should adopt some principles which not 
only China but all of us here can follow, ie on our part do not want 
to do anything for the expansion of Communist activities outside our 
own country, However, if we do not establish any common principles what 
are we going to do? 

When the Prime Minister of China visited India and Burma they put 
forward these five principles. They accepted these five principles and 
made commitments on them. We have done this together with the Indian pre- 
mier to alleviate doubts which many countries have as regards China. 

Ever since we entered into these five principles there are more 
and more countries who are in favor of then. 

Prime Minister Nehru told me I’r, Eden, now the Prime l!inister of 
Britain, even agreed to the five principles, I am very glad to hear 
that. If Prime iiinister Eden was prepared to issue a statement with 
the Prime Minister of China, I think the Prime llinister of China would 
be the first to sign that statement giving support to the five princi- 
ples, 
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Of course, every delegation here covld not agree to the wording of 
these five principles or agree to all the five yrinciples, Therefore, 
we can reformulate these five principles to make them agreeable to all 
the delegates, ‘e can add to these principles or we can subtract from 
them, In this vay we can on the basis of common desire establish these 
principles with a view to safeguarding collective peace. 


There have been some references to some international organizations. 
The delezcte from Iraq mentioned the Cominform, Dut there are @ great 
number of other international orgenizations in the world. We are oure 
selves displeased with those other organizations. 
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Ye are displeased, for instance, with the network of the United 
States Intelligence Agancy Lecause we have been the victim® of that 
agency. Unfortunately. we cannot raise this question at this con?e% 
ence because although these organizations might have sane connection 
with some of our Asian-African countries, we cannot reach any agree= 
ment at this conference on these questions. Pesides, this is outside 
our agenda. This should not be raised at this conference, 


On what basis are we going to do 211 what? The points on which 
ve can all agree ar2 no longer five. They ave seven. I hope we can 
all agree, With this basis of seven points we on our part would like 
to give our assurances here that we will cerry it ont. China is a big 
counury ond besid-s, China is a ccunvry lec by the Chinese Communist 
party, So somc piople feel that wo will not carry them out, So we 
give you ou assuvanses and wa hope thzt other delegaticns will do 
likewise, 

The first point. We respects each others! sovereignty and terri- 
torial inteserity. ‘We will edhcre to this principle, Our relations 
with Purma have proved that we hove respected the sovereignty of Burma, 

As to respect of t-vritorial integrity, it is stated that China 
will not and shovld not Fave any desend for territory, We have common 
borders with four cowrsu1es. Visa some c? these countries we have not 
yet finally fixed our border lins and wo are ready to do so with our 
noighbcriug countries. But before dxving so, ve are villing to main= 
tain the present situation Ly acknow.eiging that those oarts of our 
border are parts which .re uninterrupted, ‘'e are ready to restrain 
our government and people from crofsiirzg cven one step across our 
border. If such things should happen, we would like to admit our 
mistaixe, 

g to the deturm” nation of common borders which we are going to 
undertake wiva our neighboring countries, we shall use only peaceful 
means and shall not permit any other kinds of methods, In any case, 
ve shall now change this, 

the ;scond point is abstention fromagzression and threats against 
each othes. ‘ve shall also cbide by this principle. There is fear of 
China on the pert of ovr neighbors. There is Thailand and :the Philip- 
pines. ‘Since we lac’s mutual understanding, it is natural that they have 
this fea, But curing our contacts this time, we have made assurances 
to Prince Tan of Thailend and General Romulo of the Philippines that we 
will net make any aggression or direct threats against Thailand or the 
Philippincs. 

We also told Prince Wan of Theilend that even before borderlines 
ere established betrreen ovr countries, we welcome a delegation from 
Thailand to visit our inicand province and see if we have any aggressive 
designs against others. Je have told Prime tiinister U Nu that we 
would very much lilx to puy a visit with hin to thet border region, 
put uncortunately we have no time now, ‘Ve will sce next time. 


Yhnere is a notion bettveon China end the Philippines that ve have 
ne commen border, In spite of that we also welcome a delegation from 
the Philippines, le welcome the dolegetion from the Philippines before 
the establishment of our border lines to visit especially our coastal 
region, especially Fukien ana Kvanvivng provinces and tc see for then- 
selves whcther ve are carrying ovt eay activities for purporces of 
directing threats against the Philippines, ; 


The third point. Abstinence from interference or intervention in 
the internal affeirs of one another, This is a question 'rith which the 
Indochina states are most concerned, During the time of the Geneva 
conference we made assurances to Cambodia and laos, ‘e have also told 
lir. Eden, the then Foreign Secretary, and iir. liolotov about our assurances. 
later we also told Prime ilinister Nehru and Prime ilinister U Nu about our 
assurances, This time again we make our assurances to the delegations of 
Cambodia and Leos, : 

We earnestly hope thet these tro countries will become veace loving 
countries like India and Burma, ‘e have no intention ‘whatsoever to 
intercede or intervene in the internal affairs of these two neighboring 
stotes of ours, This is our policy toward all countries, ‘.e¢ are merely 
mentioning these tio countries as an example, 

The fourth point, Recognition of equality of races, This point 
necds no explanationg we have alvays regarded that different races are 
equal. New China has not precticed any discrimination, 

The fifth point, Recognition of theequality of all nations, large 
and small, ‘e attach speciel importance to this question beceuse we are 
a big nation, It is easy for big nations to disregard small nations and 
have no resnect for small nations, This is the result of tradition, 


We are constantly exemining ovr behavior towards small nations, If 
any delegation here fincs thet he as representative of China does not 
respect now any of the countries which are represented here, please bring 
this point ovt, We will be glad to accent criticism anc rectify mistekes, 

The sixth point. Respect for the rights of the people of all coune 
tries who choose freely a way of life as well as volitical and economic 
systems, ‘“e think thet this is acceptable to all, The Chinese people 
have chosen a way of life as well as political and economic systems in 
nevy China, ‘e will not allow any outside interference, 

Ve on our vert respect the way of life as well as the political and 
economic systems chosen by other people, For instance, we resvect the 
way of life and political and economic systems chosen by the American 
people, ‘Je have also told the delegation of Japan that we respect the 
choice made by the Japanese people. ‘hen the Japenese veople chose the 
Yoshida Government we recognized thet Government as representing the 
Japanese people, Now the Japanese have chosen the Hatoyama Government 
and we recognize that Government as representative of the Japanese 
people. The Chinese Prime Minister said the same thing to all the dele~ 
gates when they visited China, 

Point Seven, Abstention from doing damage to each other, Our rela- 
tions shovld be mutually beneficial to each other and one side should not 
do damage to each other. For instance, in ovr trade, it must be equally 
and mutvally beneficial to one another; neither side shovld ask for 
privileges or attach conditions, 

China can give assurances in its dealings with the countries rep= 
resented here and other countries ‘which ere not represented here, ‘When 
entering into peaceful cooperation with all countries, when having eco- 
nomic and cultural intercovrse with those countries, she will not ask 
for privileges or special conditions, ‘“e will go on an equal basis, 


It is our velief that with these seven points as al@sis it is 
possible to have peace and cooperation among us, It is possible to 
safeguard peace and, first of all, start with peace among us, In fact, 
in these seven points we have said in our dreft proposal that we Asian- 
African countries advocate settlement of international disputes by 
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peaceful means and support all measures that are being taken or may be 
taken to eliminete international tension anc promote the growth of peace, 
In ovr view this is acceptable, 

In this connection ve would like to express ovr gratitude to the 
five Colombo povers and to many other covntries for the efforts they 
have made in facilitating the restoration of peace in Indochina, 

Likewise, we vould lie to thank some of the countries represented 
here, especially India, in the efforts they have made for facilitating 
and assisting achievement of an armistice in Korea, This has made it 
possible gradually to remove the antagonism that has appeared on that 
front, 

As to relations between China and the United States, the Chinese 
neovle do not want to have war with the United States, We are trilling 
to settle international disputes by neaceful means, If those of you 
nere would like to facilitate the settlement of disputes between China 
and the United States hy peaceful means it wovld be most beneficial to 
the relaxation of tension in the Far East and also to the postponement 
and prevention of a world war, 
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Text of Final Communicue of Asian=-African Conference. 
Netr York Times, Avril 25, p. 6 
Bandung Indonesia, Avril 24, 1955, Reuters. 
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The Asian-Africen conference, convened by the Governments of Purma, 
Ceylon, India, Indonesia and Pakistan, met in 2andung from the 18th to 
24th of April, 1955, 


In addition to the sponsoring countries, the following twenty-four 
countries participated in the conference: 


Afghanistan, Cambodia, Peoples!’ Republic of China,Egypt, Ethiopia, 
Gold Coast, Iran, Iraq, Japan, Jordan, Laos, lebanon, Liberia, Libya, 
Nepal, the Philippines, Saudi_Arabia, Sudan, Syria, Thailand, Turkey, 
Democratic Republic of [North/ Vietnam, State of Vietnam and Yemen, 


The Asian-African conferences consicered the position of Asia and 
Africa and discussed ways end means by whien treir peoples could achieve 
the fullest economic cultural and political cooperation, 


A, Economic Cooperation: 


1, The Asian-Africen conference recognized the urgency of promoting 
econonic development in the .siane/iifrican region, There was general 
desire for economic cooperation among the urticipating countries on the 
basis of mutual interest and respect for national sovereignty. 

The proposals with regard to economic cooperation within the 
participating countries do not preclude either the desirability or the 
need for cooperation with countries ovtside the region, including the 
investment of foreign canital, 

It was furtner recognized that assistance being received by 
certain perticipating countries from outside the region through inter 
national or under bilateral arrangements had made a valuable contribu- 
tion to the implementation of their development programs, 


2. The participating countries agree to provide technical assist~ 
ance to one another, to the maximum extent practicable, in the form of: 

Experts, trainees, pilot projects, and equipment for demonstra- 
tion purposes; 

Exchange of knovwehow, and establishment of netional - and where 
possible = regional training and research institutes for imparting tech- 
nical knowledge end skills in cooveration with the existing international 
agencies, 


3, The Asian-African conference reccomnended : 

The early establishment of a special United Nations fund for 
economic develovment; 

The allocation by the International Pank for R<construction and 
Development of a greater pert of its resources to Asian<(frican countries; 

The early establishment of an international finance corperation, 
which should include in its activities the undertaking of equity invest- 
ment; end 

Encouragement of the promotion of joint ventures among Asian- 
African countries in so far as this will promote their common interest, 
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4. The Asian-African conference recognized the vital need for 
stabilizing commodity trade in the region, 

The principle of enlarging the scope of multilateral trade and 
payments was accepted, However, it wes recognized that sone countries 
vould have to take recourse to bilateral trade arrangements in view of 
their prevailing economic conditions, 


5. The Asian-African conference recommended that collective action 
be taken by participating covntries for stabilizing international prices 
of and demand for primery commodities through bilateral and multilateral 
arrangements, and that as far as practical and desirable they should 
adopt a unified aporoach on the subject in the United Nations Permanent 
Advisory Commission on International Commodity Trade and other interna 
tional forums. 


6, The Asian-African conference further recommended: 
Asian-African countries should diversify their export trade 

by processing their raw materials whenever economically feasible before 
export; intra-regional trace fairs should be promoted and encouragement 
be given to the exchange of trade delegations and groups of business- 
men; exchange of information and of samples should be encouraged with a 
view to promoting intra-regional trade; and normal facilities should te 
provided for the transit trade of landlocked countries, — 


7. The Asian=African conference atteched considerable importance 
to shipping and expressed concern that shipping lines reviewed from 
time to time their freight rates often to the detriment of participating 
countries, 
It recommendéd a study of this problem and collective action 
thereafter to put pressure on the shipning lines to adopt a more reasone 
able attitude. 


8, The Asian-<African conference agreed that encovragement should 
be given to the establishment of national and regional banks and insur= 
ance companies, 


9. The AsianeAfrican conference felt that exchange of information 
on matters relating to oil, such as remittance of profits and taxation, 
might finally lead to the formuletion of a common policy. 


10. The Asianwifrican conference emphasized the narticular signi- 
ficance of the development of nuclear energy for peeceful purposes for 
Asian-African countries, 

The conference welcomed the initiative of the powers principally 
concerned in offering to make available information regarding the use of 
atomic energy for peaceful purposes; 

Urged the speedy establishment of an international atomic energy 
agency which should provide for adequate representation of the Asian=- 
African countries on the executive authority of the agency; and 

Recommended that Asian and African governments take full advan= 
tage of the training and other facilities in the peaceful uses of atomic 
energy offered by the countries sponsoring such programs, — 
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11, The Asian-African conference agreed to the appointment of 
liaison officers in participating countries, to be nominated by their 
resnective national governments, for the exchange of informc-tion and 
matters of mutual interest, 

It recommended that fuller use should be made of the existing 
international organizations, and perticipating countries who were not 
members of such international organizations but were eligible should 
secure membership, 


12, The Asian-African conference recommended thet there should be 
prior consultation of participatinz countries in international forums 
with a view, as far as possible, to furthering their mutual economic 
interest. It is, however, not intended to form a regional bloc, 


B, Cultural Cooperation: 


1, The Asian-African conference was convinced that anong the most 
powerful meens of promoting understending among nations is the develop» 
ment of cultural cooperation, Asia and Africae heave been the cradle of 
great religions and civilizations which have enriched other cultures and 
civilizations while themselves being enriched in the process. 

Thus the cultures of Asia and 4frica are based on spiritual and 
universal foundations, Unfortunately, cultural contacts among Asian and 
African countries were interrupted during the past centuries, 


The people of Asia and Africa are now animated by a keen and 
Sincere desire to renew their old cultural contacts and develop new ones 
in the context of the modern world, All participating governments at 
the conference reiterated their declaration to work for closer cultural 
cooperation, 

The Asian-Aifrican conference took note of the fact that the 
existence of colonialism in many parts of Asia and Africa, in whatever 
form it may be, not only prevents cultural cooperation but also suppresses 
the national cultures of the peoples, 


2. Some colonial povers have denied their denendent peoples basic 
rights inthe sphere of education and culture, which hampers the develop= 
ment of their personality and also prevents cultural intercourse with 
otner Asian and African peoples, 

This is particularly true in the case of Tunisia, Algeria and 
liorecco, where the basic right of the people to study their own language 
and culture has been suppressed, 

Similar discrimination has been precticed against African and 
Colored people in some parts of the Continent of Africa. 

The conference felt that these policies amount to a denial of 
the fundamental rights of man, impede cultural advancement in this region 
and elso hamper cultural cooperation on the wide international plane. 

The conference condemned such a denial of fundamental rights in 
the sphere of education and culture in some parts of Asia and Africa by 
this and other forms of cultural suppression, 

In particular, the conference condemned racialism as a means 
of cultural suppression, 
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3. It vas not from any sense of exclusiveness or rivalry with other 
groups of nations and other civilizations ard culture that the conference 
viewed the development of cultural cooperation among Asian and African 
countries, 

True to the age-old tradition of tolerance and universality, the 
conference believed that Asian and African cultural cooperation should 
be developed in the larger context of world cooperation, 

Side by side with the development of Asian-African cultural coop=- 
eration the countries of Asia and Africa desire to develop cultural contacts 
with others. This would enrich their own culture and wovld also help in 
the promotion of world peace and understanding. 


4. There are many covntries in Asia and Africa which have not yet 
been able to develop their educational, scientific and technical institue 
tions, 

The conference recomnended that countries in Asia and Africa 
which are more fortunately placed in this respect shovld give facilities 
for the admission of students and trainees from such countries to their 
institutions, 

Such facilities should also be made available to the Asian and 
African people in Africa, to whom opportunities for acouiring higher 
education are at present denied. 


5, The Asianeifrican conference felt that the promotion of cultural 
cooperation among countries of Asia and Africa should be directed towards: 
(A) The acquisition of knowledge of each other country; 

(8) Mutual cultural exchange and, 
(©) Exchange of information, 


6, The Asian~African conference vas of the oninion that at this 
stage the best recults in cultural cooperation would be achieved by 
pursuing bilateral arrangements to implement its recommendations and by 
each country taking action on its own wherever possible and feasible, 


C, Human Rights and Self-Determination: 


1. The Asian-African conference declared its full supvort of the 
fundamental principles of human rights as set forth in the Charter of 
the United Nations and took note of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights as a common standard of achievement for all peoples and all 
nations, 

The conference declared its full support of the principle of 
self=determination of peoples and nations as set forth in the Charter 
of the United Nations and took note of the United Nations resolutions 
on the right of peoples and nations to self-determination, which is a 
prerequisite of the full enjoyment of all fundamental human rights. 


2. The Asian-African conference deplored the policies and practices 
of racial segregation and discrimination which form the basis of govern= 
ment and human relations in large regions of Africa and in other parts 
of the vorld, 

Such conduct is not only a gross violation of human rights 
but also a denial of the fundamental values of civilization and the 
dignity of man, 
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The conference extended its warm sympathy and support for the 
courageous stand taken by the victims of racial discrimination, especially 
by the peoples of African and Indian and Pakistani origin in South Africa; 
applauded all those who sustained their cause; reaffirmed the determina~. 
tion of Asian African peoples to eradicate every trace of racialism that 
might exist intheir own countries; and pledged to use its full moral 
influence to guard against the danger of falling victims of the same evil 
in their struggle to eradicate it, 


3. In view of the existing tension in the Middle Bast caused by the 
situation in Palestine and the danger of thet tension to world peace, the 
Asian-African conference declared its support of the rights of the Arab 
people of Palestine and called for the implementation of the United 
Nations resolutions on Palestine and of the peaceful settlement of the 
Palestine question, 


D. Problems of Dependent People: 


1, The AsiansAfrican conference, infdontext of its expressed atti- 
tude on the abolition of colonialism, supported the position of Indonesia 
in the case of West Irian /Dutch New Guinea/ on the relevant agreements 
between Indonesia and the Netherlands, 

The Asian-African conference urged the Netherlands Government 
to reopen negotiations aS soon as possible to implement their obligations. 
under the above-mentioned agreerents and expressed the earnest hope that 
the United Nations could assist the parties concerned in finding a peacee 
ful solution to the dispute. 


2e In view of the unsettled situation in North Africa and of the 
persisting denial to the peoples of North Africa of their right to self~ 
determination, the Asianeifrican conference declared its support of the 
rights of the people of Algeria, ilorocco and Tunisia to self-determina~ 
tion and independence and urged the French Government to bring about a 
peaceful settlement of the issue without delay. 


E. Promotion of World Peace and Cooperation: 


1. The AsianeAfrican conference, taking note of the fact that 
several states have still not been admitted to the United Nations, 
considered thet for effective cooperation for vorld peace membership 
in the United Nations should be universal, called on the Security Coun- 
cil to support the admission of all those states which are qualified 
for membership in terms of the Charter, 

In the opinion of the Asian=African conference the following countries 
which were represented in it = Cambodia, Ceylon, Japan, Jordan, Laos, Libya, 
Nepal and unified Vietnam =~ were so qualified. 

The conference considered that the representation of the coun» 
tries of the AsieneAfrican region of the Security Council in relation to 
the principle of equitable geographical distribution vas inadequate, 

It expressed the view that as regards the distribution of the 
nonpermanent seats, the Asian-African countries which, under the arrange- 
ment arrived at in London in 1946, are precluded from being elected, 
should be enabled to serve on the Security Council so that they might 
make a more effective contribution to the maintenance of international 
peace and security. 


2, The Asian-African conference having considefed the dangerous 
situation of international tension existing and the risks confronting 
the whole human race from the outbreak of global war in which the 
destructive pover of all tynes of armaments including nuclear ard ther- 
monu¢clear weapons would be employed, invited the attention of all nations 
to the terrible consequences that would follow if such a war vere to 
break out. 

The conference considered that disarmament and the prohibition 
of production, experimentation anc use of nuclear and thermonuclear 
weapons of wer are imperative to save mankind and civilazition from the 
fear and prosvect of wholesale destruction, 

It consicered thet the nations of Asia and Africa assembled 
here have a duty toverd humanity end civilization to proclaim their 
supoort for the prohibition of these weapons end to appeal to nations 
principally concerned and to world opinion to bring ahout such disarma= 
ment and prohibition, 

The conference considered that effective international control 
should be established and waintained to implement such prohibition and 
that speedy and determined efforts should be made to this end, Pending 
the total prohibition of the manufecture of nuclear and thermonuclear 
weapons, this conference anvealed to 511 the powers concerned to reach 
agreement to suspend experiments with such weapons. 

The conference déclared thet universal disarmament is an abso-= 
lute necessity for the preservation of peace and requested the United 
Nations to continue its efforts and annealed to 211 concerned sveedily 
to bring about the regulation, limitation, control and reduction of all 
armed forces and armaments including the prohibition of the production, 
experimentation and use of all weapons of mass destruction and to estab- 
lish effective international control to this end, 


3. The Asian-ifrican conference supported the position of the 
Yemen in the case of Aden and the southern parts of Yemen known as the 
protectorates and urged the parties concerned to arrive at a peaceful 
settlement of the dispute, 


F, Declaration of Problems of Dependent Peoples: 


The Asian-Afriecan conference discussed the problems of dependent 
peoples and colonialism and the evils arising from the subject to whet 
is stated in the following paragraph, the conference is agreed: 


1. In declaring that colonialism in all its manifestations is 
an evil which should speedily be »rovght to an end; 

2. In affirming that the subjection of peoples to alien sub«= 
jugation, domination and exploitation constitute a denial of funda 
mental human rights is contrary to the Cherter of the United Nations and 
-is an impediment to the promotion of world peace and cooperation; 

3. In declarine its support of the cavse of freedum and inde- 
pendence for a1] such peoples; and 

4. In calling upon the powers concerned to grant freedom and 
independense to such psoples. 


G. Declaration of Promotion of World Peace and Cooperation: 


The Asian-African conference gave anxious thought to the question 
of world peace and cooperation. It viewed with deep concern the present 
state of international tension with its danger of an atomic world war. 
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The problem of peace is correlative with the problem of internae 
tional security, In this connection all states should cooperate ese 
pecially through the United Nations in bringing about the reduction of 
armaments and the elimination of nuclear weapons under effective inter= 
national control, 

In this way international peace can be promoted and nuclear energy 
may be used exclusively for peaceful purposes, This would help answer 
the needs, particularly of Asia and Africa, for what they urgently 
require are social progress and better standards of life in larger 
freedom. 

Freedom and peace are interdependent. The right of self-deter- 
mination must be enjoyed by all peoples and freedom and independence 
must be granted with the least possible delay to those who are still 
devendent peoples, 

Indeed all nations should have the right freely to choose their om 
political and econcmic systems and their owm way of life in conformity 
with the purposes and principles of the Charter of the United Nations, 

Free from distrust and fear and with confidence and good will toward 
each other, nations should practice tolerance and live together in peace 
with one another as good neighbors and develop friendly cooperation on 
the basis of the follovring principles: 


1. Respect for the fundamental human rights and for the purposes 
and principles of the charter of the United Nations, 

2 Respect for the sovereignty and territorial integrity of all 
nations, 

3, Recognition of the equality of all races and of the equality 
of all nations, large and small, 

4. Abdstention from intervention or interference in the internal 
affairs of another country. 

5. Respect for the right of each nation to defend itself singly 
or collectively in conformity with ‘the charter of the United Nations, 

64, Abstention from the use of arrangements of collective defense 
to serve the particular interests of any of the big powers, 

6B, Abstention by any country from exerting pressures on other 
countries, 

7. Refraining from acts or threats of egrression or the use of 
force against the territorial integrity or political independence of 
any country. 

8. Settlement of all international disputes by peaceful means 
such as negotiation, conciliation, arbitration or judicial settlement, 
as well as other peaceful means of the parties! orm choice in conformity 
with the Charter of the United Nations, 

9. Promotion of mutual interest and cooperation, 

10. Respect for justice and international obligations, 


The Asian-African conference declares its conviction thet friendly 
cooneration in accordance with these principles would effectively con- 
tribute to the maintenance and promotion of international peace and 
security while cooperation in the economic, social and cultural fields 
vould help bring abovt the common prosperity and well-being of all,. 

The Asian-African conference recomnended that the five sponsoring 
countries should consider the next meeting of the conference in consulta- 
tion with other countries concerned... 
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